Mild November days and cool nights signal the time for thous- 
ands of deer hunters to head for their favorite blind. Most of 
the state’s 254 counties offer excellent hunting, but probably 
the best-known area is the Central Texas Hill Country which 
boasts the largest number of deer to be found anywhere in the 
state or nation. Not to be overlooked is Leon County in East 
Texas. On US 79, just outside of Oakwood, the county reminds 
travelers that it is the ‘‘Deerest Place in Texas.” 

Photograph by Frank Kelly Jr. 
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About Our Cover 
John W. Berry, Conroe maintenance construction supervisor 
and winner of the second annual Lady Bird Johnson High- 
way Beautification Award (see story, page 12), makes fre- 
quent inspections of roadside parks in his area. A veteran of 
more than 16 years service with the Department, Berry won 
the coveted award for his preservation and establishment 
of wild flowers, planting and maintenance of highway land- 
scaping, and construction and care of rest areas. 
Photograph by Herman Kelly 
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Sunset casts a mellow glow over the calm waters of Lake 
Texoma, one of the nation’s most popular lakes, even in the 
fall. The gigantic reservoir is on the Red River between 
Texas and Oklahoma and covers more than 89,000 acres 
of the two states. Conveniently located along the lake’s 
580-mile shoreline are numerous marinas and resorts, 57 
campgrounds, 110 picnic areas, more than 80 boat ramps, 
and a state park. Photograph by Jack Lewis 


Highway Week 1971 


‘love your nearest highway 


“THE TEXAS HIGHWAY program is in 
trouble,” State Highway Engineer 
J. C. Dingwall told large audiences in 
both Abilene and Wichita Falls during 
Highway Week, and he blamed federal 
revenue-sharing proposals, red tape 
which is slowing up the pace of con- 
struction, and federal withholding of 
money from the Highway Trust Fund. 

The dangers of diverting the High- 
way Trust Fund and the serious con- 
sequences of red tape and revenue 
sharing were repeated time and again 
during Highway Week, September 19- 
25, as highway officials fanned out 
across the state to spread the message. 
The national observance is sponsored 
in Texas by the Texas Good Roads 
Association. 

Dingwall carried the battle cry 
before civic, city, county, and state of- 
ficials at a woman’s forum luncheon 
in Wichita Falls and to the 700 or so 
citizens of Abilene and neighboring 
towns who turned out on September 
24 to honor District Engineer Jake 
Roberts at a barbecue (see page 6). 

“Undoubtedly, there is a crying need 
for additional revenue by every local 
government in the nation. . . . But 
special revenue-sharing proposals for 
transportation as they stand now would 
destroy the intergovernmental relation- 
ship that has been uniquely successful 
in providing Texas with a first-class 
highway system,” Dingwall said. 

“Special revenue-sharing features 
for transportation would be made up 
in part of monies from the Federal 
Highway Trust Fund. Trust funds 
should be used for the purpose desig- 


By Marjie Mugno 
Travel and Information Division 


nated when they were set up. Diverting 
such funds, or withholding money in 
them, is a form of dishonesty to the 
taxpaying public,” Dingwall declared. 

“First off, before it gets down to the 
state, 10 percent is skimmed off for 
the Secretary of Transportation to use 
at his pleasure in any place in the 
United States where he thinks a bal- 
anced transportation system may be 
weak in some area—rail, bus, what- 
ever. 

“The next 35 percent would be what 
they call ‘pass-through money’ in cash. 


It would pass directly to municipali- 


A warm welcome in Odessa... 
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ties to be used as they see fit,” Ding- 
wall pointed out. 

The remaining 55 percent goes to 
the Governor’s office to dispense, sub- 
ject to approval of the Transportation 
Secretary. A transportation plan must 
be prepared with the council of gov- 
ernments, he said. 

“If you have an interest in the 
country, you’d better see that such a 
system as this does not get into a poli- 
tical boondoggling situation, which is 
exactly what this would amount to,” he 
warned. “I don’t believe we can afford 
to let the highway system of Texas go 
down.” 

Dingwall also said he was disturbed 
about the anti-highway sentiment ex- 
pressed by some ecological groups. 

‘We have practiced conservation, yet 
we are being besieged on every side,” 
he said. “We were concerned before 
almost anyone else ever heard the 
word ‘ecology.’ ” 

Dingwall’s words were echoed by 
Assistant State Highway Engineer 
B. L. DeBerry, who was honored at 
“Luther DeBerry Day” activities in 
Bogata. The Paris News, which cov- 
ered DeBerry’s noontime speech, pro- 
claimed, “One of Bogata’s most 
distinguished citizens came home this 
week and was honored here. . . . After 
initially announcing that bids would be 
received today on a new bridge over 
Sulphur River between Bogata and 
Mount Vernon on Highway 37, De- 
Berry voiced opposition to federal 
revenue-sharing propsals . .. . Citing 
the long time necessary to make sur- 
veys and prepare plans and specifica- 


After speaking at a luncheon attended by about 100 civic leaders 
and highway officials in Amarillo, Commissioner Charles Simons, 
right, examines a map showng location and size of cattle-feeding 


tions for new _ highway projects, 
DeBerry said the highway program 
must have a dependable flow of fi- 


nancing. He made an effective 
pitch for continuing highway pro- 
grams . 


“Take away assured financing and 
you throw out the window our ability 
to plan years ahead,” Charles Simons, 
the newest member of the Texas High- 
way Commission said while speaking 
to about 100 people attending a lunch- 
eon sponsored by the highway commit- 
tee of the Amarillo Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Simons also spoke in Temple at a 
luncheon sponsored by the Temple 
Chamber of Commerce, where he said, 


“If the Texas Highway Department . 


loses its share of the Trust Fund, much 
of the work under way and most of the 
projects in the planning stages would 
stop for a lack of funds.” 

The commissioner also blasted reve- 
nue sharing at a reception held at The 
University of Texas of the Permian 
Basin in Odessa. 

Simons said, “Texas highway build- 
ers are not against mass transit. They 
just want to take care of their own 
mass transit problems—which involve 
great distances rather than the con- 
gested traffic problems of the East. If 
the federal government is sincerely in- 
terested in true revenue sharing, let it 
get out of the field of highway taxation 


operations in District 4. Shown with Simons are Barney R. 
Wiegand, left, Amarillo Chamber of Commerce, and Marshall 
Formby, former chairman of the Highway Commission. 


and let the states levy their own high- 
way user taxes. And I will guarantee 
you that we will build roads better, 
safer, and more serviceable for much 
less money.” 

Marshall Formby of Plainview, a 
former Highway Commission chair- 
man, was a special guest at the recep- 
tion. 

Commissioner Herbert C. Petry Jr. 
spoke out against federal revenue shar- 
ing proposals, too. Petry, president of 
the South Texas Chamber of Com- 
merce, was the keynote speaker at the 
annual meeting of the regional cham- 
ber in San Marcos, which was held 
during Highway Week. 

District Engineer Jake Roberts of 


Photograph by Richard Creed, Austin American 


During Highway Week, State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall 
addressed a meeting of the Texas Highway-Heavy Branch of the 
Associated General Contractors. The Austin 


Abilene was interviewed by the local 
newspaper during the week and he 
said, “A lot of people say we have 
enough highways and there are a lot 
who think the Good Lord made this 
highway system when he made the 
moon. There are so many people dig- 
ging to divert the funds to other 
causes.” 


luncheon was a 


Besides these and other speeches 
made by highway leaders that week, 
Highway Department _ installations 
throughout the state held open houses. 
The open houses drew big crowds and 
extensive press coverage. Special invi- 
tations to the open houses were issued, 
in many cases, by the district engineers 
themselves. For instance, C. N. Parsons 


special tribute to the organization’s past presidents. Looking on 
are M. B. Villian of San Antonio, a past president, and Charles H. 
Schmidt of Amarillo, president-elect of the board of directors. 


of Del Rio told the public they were 
‘welcome to come by and observe our 
operations and become better ac- 
quainted with the functions of the 
Highway Department.” 

The Henderson News heralded an 
open house at highway facilities there 
by pointing out, “Building a highway 
is not a simple task nor a simple pro- 


Jim Latson of Tyler—and uninvited visitor. 


cess. The Texas Highway Department 
wants to share with the public the 
things that go into building a high- 
way.” 

In announcing the open house 
planned in El Paso at district head- 
quarters, the E/ Paso Herald-Post noted 
that, “The Texas Highway Depart- 
ment leads other state systems in 
beautification, safety, service, and 
efficiency.” 

The Mexia News gave Limestone 
County’s open house generous cover- 
age. The prominently displayed story 
was accompanied by several large pic- 
tures of employees at work. 

Employees and facilities shared the 
spotlight at an open house in Del Rio 
with an old newspaper. Donated by 
Charles Miller, a retired THD em- 

(continued ) 


EXTRA, EXTRA—Reading all about ‘“‘W. W. Potter Day’’ in a souvenir 
edition of the Longview Morning Journal are, from left, S. A. Parker, 
president and general manager of the newspaper, Longview Mayor Lois 
Jackson, Potter, Lakeport Mayor T. A. Nethery, Mrs. Potter, and Glade- 
water Mayor O. G. Johnston. Mrs. Potter holds carnations presented by 
Mayor Jackson and keys to the City of Longview. 


a key part’ 


“LONGVIEW SALUTES W. W. POTTER” proclaimed the large red, 
white, and blue headlines of the Longview Morning Journal. 

“The last time this was done was when the President of the 
United States was in Gregg County,” stated S. S. Parker, president 
and general manager of the newspaper as he presented a souvenir 
“extra” edition to the Tyler district engineer. 

The presentation was one of many made to Potter before ap- 
proximately 300 persons gathered for a noon luncheon in his honor 
at Longview’s Contessa Inn on September 22. 

/ Expressing appreciation for Potter’s “many years of dedication, 

leadership, and service to the development of better highways in 
East Texas,” the Longview Chamber of Commerce along with 
Longview Mayor Lois Jackson and the mayors of Kilgore, Lake- 
port, and Gladewater, and the Gregg County Commissioners’ Court 
had each proclaimed it as “W. W. Potter Day.” The Potter Day 
celebration was part of Highway Week observances. 

Texas Highway Commission Chairman Dewitt Greer, the sched- 
uled guest speaker for the event, was unable to fly from Austin 
because of inclement weather. His remarks were read by Brew 
Houston, a Longview businessman, who said, “Wilson Potter has 
played a key part in the development and maintenance of roads 
and highways throughout our area and county. His efforts to im- 
prove highways in East Texas have been endless and unfailing 
since he became district engineer in Tyler November 1, 1958.” 

In accepting the accolades, Potter declared, “It is a distinct 
pleasure to represent the highly qualified employees that you 
honor today. We have made progress, but there is still a lot of 
work to do. We hope funds will become available so that we may 
complete the work already programmed and accommodate your 
requests for the future. . .” 

—Kenneth W. Wheeler, District 10 


(HIGHWAY WEEK 197] cont.) 
ployee, the weekly West Texas paper 
had been published 58 years ago. One 
of the articles in the paper contained 
this item: “There are two things on a 
road that are just about as bad as a 
mudhole or a sandbank. One of these 
is a goggled-eyed culvert and the other 
is a humpback bridge. The elimination 
of all four of these is a thing to be de- 
voutly hoped for.” 

Those attending the open houses 
were received with open arms, but one 
unwanted guest didn’t get the usual 
welcome. A  cottonmouth moccasin 


paid a visit to District 10 during High- 


way Week. Jim Latson, a materials 
analyst, was working in the laboratory 
storeroom, hemmed in by steel storage 
racks in a five-foot aisle, when he sud- 
denly saw that half the aisle was oc- 
cupied by the cottonmouth. Latson 
hastily made a “disorderly retreat.” 
The irate cottonmouth was finally guil- 
lotined by an engineering technician, 
Don Williams, as it slithered from be- 
hind the door. 

Texas newspapers were generous 
with praise about the highway program 
and Departmental progress. To wit: 

The Rockdale Reporter said in an 
editorial, ““National ‘weeks’ of one kind 


or another are getting to be almost a 
dime a dozen. . .. But next week— 
September 19-25—is different. This is 
National Highway Week . . . and in 
view of the wonderful job that the 
Texas Highway Department is doing 
we, the public, should be quick to take 
note of this one special week, if no 
other.” 

And the Fredericksburg Standard 
echoed this sentiment: “. . . anyway 
you look at it, Texas Highway Week 
should rank at the top of the list of 
important observances in our year.” 

The San Antonio Light took edi- 
torial note of Highway Week saying, 


a square 
shooter 


“THIS IS AN EXERCISE in flowers for the living. Jake 
Roberts is still enthusiastically going about the duties he 
has carried since September 1, 1951—district engineer,” 
editorialized the Abilene Reporter News in calling attention 
to Jake Roberts Day. 

An early-morning breakfast on September 24 kicked off 
the day’s activities, the Southeast Loop (Loop 322) was 
named Jake Roberts Freeway, and the district headquarters 
had an open house. The highlight, however, was a noon 
barbecue sponsored by the Highway Committee of the Abi- 
lene Chamber of Commerce. 

“This is a fitting tribute to Mr. Roberts, who has done 
an excellent job of getting highways in Abilene,” Mayor 
J. C. Hunter Jr. said. 

About 700 people from Abilene and neighboring towns 
ignored a heavy downpour to attend the luncheon, held 
at the district headquarters. The rain wasn’t the only thing 
showered on Roberts. Verbal accolades, including words of 
praise from State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall, flowed. 


ALL CHOKED UP—Overwhelmed by the huge turnout and the ac- 
colades showered upon him at a barbecue lunch on Jake Roberts 
Day in Abilene, the district engineer loosens his tie and says a 
few words of thanks to the throng. 


Photographs by Herman Kelly 


“It is time to take an active interest 
in the progress of the highway pro- 
gram, for it has come under attack in 
Texas and elsewhere. The prime ex- 
ample in San Antonio is the years of 
delay caused by opponents of the 
North Freeway, which is urgently 
needed to relieve congestion of the ex- 
isting routes. ... Governor Smith has 
praised the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment for its leadership in safety, ser- 
vice, and efficiency. And perhaps he 
had the freeway foes in mind when he 
added that the Highway Department 
plants more trees, wild flowers, and 


organization in the state.” 

From the Midland Reporter-Tele- 
gram: “Texans have every right to be 
proud of the state’s excellent high- 
ways, of which there are no finer. It 
is well to point out also that the excel- 
lent roads which Texans and visitors 
from other states enjoy, didn’t just 
happen. They have come about as a 
result of sound, long-range planning; 
the very best engineering; excellent 
construction and supervision; strong fi- 
nancial and citizen support, and pru- 
dent, practical use of every highway 
dollar. 


building and maintaining the state’s 
top highway system has been and is 
the widely acclaimed Texas Highway 
Commission, backed by the loyal, dedi- 
cated service of the efficient personnel 
—from top executives in Austin to 
employees in district and local offices.” 

The headlines in newspapers told a 
story, too. For instance, the Glade- 
water Mirror headlined its Highway 
Week story with, “Texas Has Largest 
Toll Free Road System in the World.” 

And the Brownfield News-Herald 
had this gem: “Love your nearest high- 
way next week because it gets you 


ornamental shrubs than any other “But more 


Said Dingwall, “We have the highest respect for Jake. 
He is one of the state’s top administrators. His integrity, 
sincerity, and forthrightness are known by everybody in the 
business. We are all fond of Jake. I join you in honoring 
him.” 

Roberts, called “Mr. Highway Department” by the Abi- 
lene newspaper, also received several plaques in apprecia- 
tion of his 41 years of Departmental service and long years 
of leadership in highway development for that area. Mrs. 
Roberts received a memento, too: a silver charm. 

After the presentation and speech making, Roberts was 
given a standing ovation. He was overwhelmed. 

“T don’t know how to act or what to say,” he said, his 
voice filled with emotion. Loosening his wide tie, he looked 
out over the crowd and said, “I don’t know what ‘over- 
whelmed’ means, but if it means you’re almost smothering 


A heavy rain didn’t hamper festivities, as about 700 appreciative people attended the luncheon. 
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significant, 


even, in there”! (a 


to death, I was dern well near it. You’ve been very kind. 

“T’ve got the easiest job in the world,” he said modestly, 
‘because everyone does his part.” 

The Abilene newspaper later pointed out, “Roberts’ re- 
sponse to the honors coming to him today are characteristic 
of the man and explains in large degree his success: he 
credits everyone but himself. He cites the people who work 
for and with him and the citizens of the towns and counties 
of the district. . . . Everyone who lives in District 8 and 
drives its highways are the beneficiaries of the works of 
Jake Roberts and his staff and workmen. ... ” 

The Big Spring Herald added its editorial tribute, say- 
ing, “. . . in our book the man himself is the best reason of 
all in justification of the honor paid him. Jake Roberts is 
a man of integrity and upright character as well as ability. 
In West Texas’ language, he is a square shooter.” 
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A UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION technique, 


a 
one that simplifies bridge building and 
; O EIS trims construction costs, will be intro- 
duced to the nation in Texas. 
Scheduled for completion early in 
1973, the John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Causeway over the Intracoastal Canal 
a 


near Corpus Christi will become the 


nation’s first long span concrete bridge 
SI built with concrete box segments. It 
will replace the outdated swing bridge 


across the canal. 

Developed, tested, and first used 
overseas by highway engineers in sev- 
eral European countries, Australia, 
and Japan, the segmental construction 
method is gaining popularity in the 
United States. 


' An artist’s rendering of the segmental bridge shows how the nation’s prototype will look 
‘once construction is complete. The cantilever method of construction will be used to 
erect the two rows of single box girder spans that form the 54-foot wide crossing over 
the canal. Other types of segmental units available include single box girders and multi- 
cell box girders. - 


a. Suste vo 2 


Engineers in California are now 
planning the country’s second seg- 
mental bridge. 

The bridges are called segmental be- 
cause they are built of huge precast, 
open-end concrete boxes. The boxes 
are joined end to end, with the top 
serving as the base for the roadway. 
Long span means engineers will be 
able to span farther without support 
columns. 

Its implementation into Highway 
Department bridge-building techniques 
was timed perfectly. 

“We haven’t had a need for this type 
of bridge in the past,” said Wayne 
Henneberger, bridge engineer. “We 
have developed our standard pre- 


. %, is 7 
Additional segments are added to the 
bridge almost daily. This hoist, attached 
-to the deck, helps UT research engineers 
place new segments. Erection techniques 
simulate construction methods that will be 
used to build the actual bridge by either 
a bridge- or barge-mounted crane. 


Research showed that a thin coat of epoxy applied between segmental joints, with a com- 


bination of interlocking shear keys, provides the strongest bond. Satoshi Kashima, Tokyo, 
assistant research engineer for the model project, applies epoxy to an erected segment 
before another is lifted into place. The concrete blocks attached to the segment correlate 
the scale model’s weight with that of the actual bridge. 


stressed spans to the point where they 
are very economical. However, today, 
in highly populated urban areas, we 
are encountering new design and con- 
struction problems. Routing traffic 
around an urban construction site 
often causes problems, and right of 
way is becoming increasingly difficult 
to find. 

“To increase the capacity of some 
freeways, we are having to double- 
deck them. A portion of IH 35 in Aus- 
tin is currently being double-decked. 
In the future, segmental construction 
will give us the unique ability to work 
above traffic—eliminating most traffic 
congestion problems—and within exist- 
ing right of way.” 

Although a relatively new construc- 
tion concept, the bridge will present 
few, if any, surprises for contractors or 
District 16 Highway Department engi- 
neers supervising the construction. 

A one-sixth scale model of the seg- 
mental bridge, constructed at The Uni- 
versity of Texas’ Structures Research 
Laboratory at Balcones Research Cen- 
ter, has answered many questions. 

Dr. John Breen, UT professor of 
civil engineering and co-supervisor of 
the Center for Highway Research pro- 


ject, says the model has a dual pur- 
pose. 

Breen’s associate, Dr. Ned H. Burns, 
and a team of graduate students have 
been researching the bridge for the 
past three years. 

“We hope to gain information from 
the model that will help us develop 
guidelines for design and analysis for 
this type of bridge in various settings 
so that a design engineer can take the 
basic concept and apply it to any 
problem,” said Breen. “The funda- 
mental purpose of the model was to 
insure that the design is safe, since this 
is the first bridge of its kind to be 
built in the United States. We’re trying 
to demonstrate physically that all the 
design criteria are met.” 

Prior to bidding, several contractors 
went to the research center to study 
the model, “just to get a better idea of 
what they would need to construct 
the bridge.” 

The bridge will be constructed just 
like the model. 

“It’s essentially all precast,” said 
Breen. “There will be very little con- 
crete work in the field. 

The new method will also enable en- 
gineers to design longer bridges with- 


After a segment has been placed on each end of the suspended arm, a cable is threaded 
through small ducts on each side of the segment. John Wall, assistant research engineer 
in charge of segment precasting and model erection, left, and Satoshi Kashima ready 
a hydraulic jack for stressing one of the cables. In the prototype the tendon, or high- 
strength cables, will be threaded through a duct about three inches in diameter. Each 
cable will contain 12 half-inch strands of high tensile steel designed to withstand a 
force of 25,000 pounds. 


out a lot of support columns. 

“With concrete girders, we can span 
just over 120 feet, but through seg- 
mental construction we can span 
more than 200 feet,” he said, noting 
that a 500-foot-span bridge has al- 
ready been built in Europe. 

Construction contracts were let in 
March, but the contractor won’t get to 
the segmental portion until he begins 
the center span. Only the 200-foot 
main span and the 100-foot side spans 
on each side of the crossing are of seg- 
mental construction. The rest of the 
3,280-foot-long structure has precast, 
pretension concrete beams with a com- 
posite cast-in-place deck. The $2.8 mil- 
lion bridge will have a vertical clear- 


10 


ance 72 feet above the canal. 

To construct the segmental part 
over the channel, the contractor—Hel- 
denfels Brothers, Corpus Christi—will 
erect a large single column on each 
side of the channel. The first precast 
box will be placed on top of the pier 
and anchored. A box will then be con- 
nected to each side of the box resting 
on the pier. 

“The segmental unit consists of two 
rows of precast boxes, each 10 feet 
long, 27 feet wide, and eight feet high,” 
said Jim Dunlevy, a D-5 bridge de- 
signing engineer. 

Epoxy will be applied to the ends of 
both segments before they are set in 
place, and then high-strength tendons 


will be threaded through ducts in the 
walls of the boxes and posttensioned to 
hold the segments in place. This pro- 
cess will continue until the precast sec- 
tions project 100 feet from each side 
of the supporting pier. When the two 
extending arms meet over the canal, 
they will be joined and sealed with 
concrete placed at the site. 

When completed, the $2.8 million 
bridge will have a vertical clearance 72 
feet above the canal. 

“In the long run, segmental con- 
struction will reduce the cost of simi- 
lar projects,” said Dunlevy. “The cost 
of the prototype is about the same as 
conventional steel bridges, but as more 
are built, the cost will go down because 
forms for the segments can be stan- 
dardized. 

“With standardized segments, the 
Department can also reduce the time 
required to get a bridge ready for the 
public. 

“Building the segmental part of the 
bridge is almost like putting an auto- 
mobile together on an assembly line,” 
said John Nixon, Highway Design Di- 
vision engineer of research. “The parts 
will be handy and all the contractor 
has to do is to secure them in place.” 

The bridge will be not only attrac- 
tive, but also resistive to the corrosive 
salt water and able to withstand hurri- 
cane winds. All steel components of the 
bridge will be completely encased with 
cement to prevent rust and the need 
for painting. 

Planning for the bridge began more 
than three years ago when Clyde Syl- 
vus was bridge engineer. Farland 
Bundy, a bridge planning engineer, 
conceived the idea to use this type of 
bridge, and Jim Dunlevy and Alan 
Matejowsky, Bridge Division engi- 
neers, did the plan development. 

“We foresee a brilliant future for 
this type of bridge construction,” said 
Bundy. “It will be a tremendous sup- 
plement to our conventional bridge 
building techniques, and will give us a 
design versatility that is extremely im- 
portant today.” & 


Dallas Morning News—tThe Nixon Ad- 
ministration is reluctantly considering di- 
rect subsidies of highway trust funds to 
aid faltering urban mass transit systems, 
as a result of public industry demands, 
_ Transportation Secretary John A. Volpe 
‘said this week. 

In Dallas to attend a convention of the 
American Transit Association, Volpe said 


he, personally, is opposed to using fed- 


: eral funds for operating transit systems 
that cannot pay their way from their own 
es. To do so “would reward in- 
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Texas cities within five years. 

Weber predicted the cities will face 
bankruptcy and taxpayer revolt within five 
years if they don’t get together to solve 
the problem. 


Amarillo News, with a Canyon dateline 
—Texas Highway Department officials 
drew both support and fire from Randall 


_ County residents Tuesday night as they 


recommended that IH 27 pass east of 
Canyon and _ follow South Washington 


Charles W. “Chili” Smith, district engi- 
neer in Amarillo, presented his depart- 


_ ment’s recommendations after members 
_ Of his staff showed that the far eastern 


route would be the least expensive to 


| build and it would dislocate the least num- 
1 | ber of people. © 

The announcement was facce at a pub- 
| lic hearing on the WTSU campus attended 
by about 200 people. — 


Eddie Knowles, president of the Canyon 


Chamber of Commerce, and Jim Brown, a 
| Canyon attorney, strongly recommended a 
| route that would cut the western part of | 
_| the city as much more beneficial to mos 


yon. — : 
“Anything but the western route . is 


oe going to hurt our town and hurt our town 
_ | drastically,” Brown said. 


Corpus Christi Times, in its special 


ACTION LINE column—tThere is an unus- 
roadside park 
_ topping a little hill on SH 9 just northwest 


- _ of Swinney Switch. | notice that IH 37 is : 
bypassing it by several. hundred feet. 


What | will happen to this roadside park? 
Iso, why has the. 
the name ot roadside parks” to the much 
‘rest Bae © 


the Nueces River Valley, _ but  improve- 


ments are planned for the area, Travis | 
Long, Highway Department district ener 


neer, said. 
a5 “When | Congress. ek the ‘ Panéral 


~ Highway Act in 1956, creating the Inter-— 


state Highway System, the edict came 
from the Bureau of Public Roads (now 
the Federal © - Highway Administration) 


ati 


. Department changed ae 
by the Federal 


naming the parks as rest areas on the 
Interstate System. To avoid confusion, the 
Highway Department decided to call them 
rest areas on all highways. 

“When a restroom is in the rest area, 
the words ‘Comfort Station’ are added,”’ 
Long says. 

Long sympathizes with your preference 
for ‘‘roadside park.”’ “‘I still call them 
roadside parks myself,’’ he says. 


Sulphur Springs News—One more tan- 
gible step in the teapot tempest aroused 
over the respective merits of some of the 
stately pine trees in city park and four-lane 
highway entrance on the northwest corner 
of Sulphur Springs was taken last week. 

It consisted of a legal notice published 
by the Highway Department announcing 
intent to proceed with the project. 

Department representatives here de- 
scribed the notice as, hopefully, the final 
step required to clear the improvement 
from the ecological wars. 

They estimated it will be well into next 
year before actual work begins. 

Meanwhile right of way appraisals done 
more than two years ago will have to be 
discarded and new ones made because 
of the extended lapse of time. 


Verbal objections to the prospective loss 


of the trees were enough to toss the pro- 
ject into the boiling ecological pot. 

More than two years have been required 
to. get it out. Had an official protest been 
filed, the controversy might have gone on 


indefinitely. 


When plans for the work were first an- 
nounced in 1969, critics said more than 
30 pine trees along the east side of the 


ic park would be lost and threatened to file 


formal objections. 

The Sulphur Springs delay is described 
Highway Administrator 
Francis C. Turner as ‘‘typical.” _ 

Although the ecology demands may (or 
may not) have been settled after all this 


time, the tree lovers still may win the 
final round of the battle. 


Current reports indicate that the city 
has been called on to spend a substantial 


_additional sum for drainage work on the 


project under the delayed program. The 
city council... might decide it does not 
have that kind of money under prevailing 
stresses and Strains. 
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As President Johnson looks on, Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson displays the Lady Bird Johnson 
Award plaque inscribed to John W. Berry, ‘‘For his contribution to the beauty of Texas high- © 
ways, through landscaping, preservation of native wild flowers and maintenance of rest areas.” 
John Berry is looking at his check, signed by Mrs. Johnson, which is inscribed simply, $1,500.” 


Lady Bird Johnson Beautification Award 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, was a red-let- 
ter day for the maintenance men of the 
Texas Highway Department, for that 
was the day they came from all cor- 
ners of the state to be honored for a 
“job well done” by Mrs. Lyndon B. 
Johnson and former President Johnson 
at the LBJ State Park near Stonewall. 

Accorded special honors were John 
W. Berry, maintenance construction 
supervisor for Conroe, who received 
the Lady Bird Johnson Award for 
highway beautification, and the other 
four finalists, Melvin Bayless, Jim 
Hamilton, Charlie Hobbs, and Allen 
Knox. Also present for the award cere- 
monies were engineers and landscape 
architects from the Maintenance Opera- 
tions Division in Austin, maintenance 


engineers from every district in the 
state, and each district’s nominee for 
the Lady Bird Johnson Award. 

Other guests included the members 
of the Texas Highway Commission and 
their wives, State Highway Engineer 
J. C. Dingwall and Mrs. Dingwall, and 
Assistant State Highway Engineer B. 
L. DeBerry and Mrs. DeBerry. Repre- 
sentatives of the press were on hand, 
including several publishers of leading 
Texas newspapers, editors, columnists, 
and television reporters. 

Some 200 persons were welcomed by 
Mrs. Johnson for the ceremonies held 
in the auditorium of the LBJ State 
Park. But first the curtain went up on 
the premiere showing of a  dual- 
projector slide program produced by 


Texas Highway Commission Chairman Dewitt C. Greer presents a bouquet of the 
yellow rose of Texas to Mrs. Johnson while President Johnson leads the ap- 
plause. ‘‘You have been a great inspiration to the Department,’ Greer told her. 


the Highway Department and _nar- 
rated by Mrs. Johnson. In it, the 
beauty of Texas highways and road- 
sides through all seasons are stressed 
pictorially and by Mrs. Johnson’s nar- 
ration. Just before presenting her 
award to Berry, Mrs. Johnson called 
the program her “Academy Award” 
entry, and announced that it was time 
to present the “Oscar.” 

E. J. Urbanovsky, chairman of the 
Department of Park Administration, 
Horticulture and Entomology at Texas 
Tech and chairman of the Lady Bird 
Johnson Award selection committee, 
introduced the finalists and, as sus- 
pense mounted, proclaimed John Berry 
the winner: “These men we’re honor- 
ing represent a fine highway depart- 


ment and are emissaries who keep our 
showcase in order. It was extremely 
difficult to select a winner, but we 
chose Berry because of the ability he 
has shown in the use of natural ma- 
terials, his ingenuity, and his willing- 
ness to go far beyond what was ex- 
pected of him.” 

Berry was speechless as he accepted 
the award from Mrs. Johnson, and 
some time later, he admitted he “felt 
fine” but was “still shaking.” 

U. S. Senator Lloyd Bentsen wired 
his congratulations to the five finalists: 
“T am pleased to join in the recogni- 
tion of five outstanding Texans... . 
Presentation to one of these men of the 
Lady Bird Johnson Beautification 
Award is a well-deserved recognition 
of these men, the 275 maintenance 


foremen, and the 9,000 maintenance 
men they represent. Congratulations 
and best wishes to all of these men 
who have worked so hard to make all 
Texans so proud of the best highway 
system in the United States.” 

During the course of her remarks, 
Mrs. Johnson announced that she 
planned to continue the annual Lady 
Bird Johnson Highway Beautification 
Award and then turned to her hus- 
band and said, “I’m going to give away 
another $1,000, Lyndon.” This new 
sum will be divided equally between 
the newspaper reporter and the radio 
or television reporter who prepares the 
best series on the subject of the en- 
vironment in Texas. 

When President Johnson rose to 
speak, he first referred to Mrs. John- 


son’s statement that he kidded her 
about giving away $1,500. “That’s true; 
I did. Not that I disapprove, I think 
her gesture is very laudable, speaking 
as an old highway laborer of 45 years 
ago. But I’ve lived with her 37 years 
and I just didn’t believe she’d do it. 
Now she’s surprised me again, with her 
award to the news media. I wonder if 
its for past contributions or future 
favors.” Grinning, he added, “Know- 
ing how friendly, objective, and kind 
they’ve always been to us.” 

President Johnson reminisced about 
his days as a laborer on a road gang, 
“[ve walked every mile from Fred- 
ericksburg to Austin, and put caliche 
on every foot. I drove tractors, fres- 
noes, and maintainers. And as Nation- 
al Youth Administrator for Texas, I 


Lady Bird Johnson 


had some of my boys help build road- 
side parks for the Department. Gibb 
Gilchrist was dubious about teenage 
boys working on the highways; thought 
they might injure the Department’s 
fine reputation, but the Highway De- 
partment has some of those 14 and 15- 
year-old boys still!” 

He then saluted “my old friend,” J. 
C. Dingwall, for a job well done and 
made a few awards of his own. First, 
to Rufus Jones, maintenance construc- 
tion supervisor at Fredericksburg who 
is not eligible for the Lady Bird John- 
son Award: “I challenge anyone to do 
a better job than he has done, so I 
want to give him the LBJ Award.” He 
presented to Jones a silver cup in- 
scribed to him from the Johnsons, 
“With gratitude from Mrs. Johnson 
and myself for making the highways 
clean.” 

For their wives, President Johnson 
presented to the five finalists and to 
members of the Highway Department 
administration silk scarves embellished 
with colorful Texas wild flowers that 
were designed by Molly Parnis. 

Final speaker on the program was 
Commission Chairman Dewitt C. 
Greer. He gave Mrs. Johnson a bou- 
quet of yellow Texas roses, “with the 
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Last year Congressman J. J. (Jake) Pickle presented Highway Commissioner Dewitt 


Greer with a historical marker commemorating one of Texas’ early-day roads. 


Photographs by Frank Wolfe 


Mrs. Johnson tells visitors at the 1970 ceremonies why she began the beautification 
award—to salute the man on the job. On the overleaf, the Johnsons admire the spring- 
time wild flowers of Central Texas. 


appreciation of all Highway Depart- 
ment employees. You are a morale 
builder second to none in the history 
of the Texas Highway Department,” he 
said, “and you are an inspiration to us 
all.” 

After Greer’s presentation, Mrs. 
Johnson invited her guests to dine, and 
the meeting adjourned to _ flower- 
decked tables on the lawn for a 


“Cook’s tour of Texas” luncheon. 
Along the route they sampled Ranch 
Land barbecued chicken and _ beef, 
Wild West beans, Coastal Prairie cole 
slaw, High Plains potato salad, and 
Brazos Valley bread. The tour ended 
with Hill Country peach ice cream and 
cookies. Mrs. Johnson declared that 
even in off years, when the peach trees 
weren't too productive, “We still have 
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Bluebonnets cover the roadsides along IH 10 in Fayette County where Melvin Bayless 


(right) has added his personal touch. 
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enough peaches for ice cream.” 

As guests departed, driving down 
the immaculate highways of Gillespie 
County, Maximilian daises in full 
bloom along the roadsides brought to 
mind Mrs. Johnson’s stirring admoni- 
tion to the maintenance men: “If you 
don’t remember anything else that we 
said here today, please remember to 
plan for next fall, so Texas highways 
will be beautiful all year long.” 


Melvin E. Bayless 
Maint. Construction Supervisor Il 
La Grange, District 13 


8 TRANQUIL COUNTRY lanes and broad 
colorful highways crisscross Fayette 


tote 


ae 


County, opening to travelers a vast dis- 
play of some of nature’s finest offerings. 
One man’s care and preservation— 
sparked by initiative and fueled by a 
love of nature—have enhanced much 
of this beauty. 

It is not an easy task, but for Mel- 
vin E. Bayless, it has, is, and will be a 
way of life. The Highway Department 


has been his avenue to success. 

His achievements are many. Through 
his guidance, the state’s first roadside 
park on SH 71 near West Point has 
been renovated. Many of the flowers 
growing inside it were purchased with 
his personal funds. 

Where nature has stopped producing, 
Bayless has given her a gentle nudge. 
Through soil conservation, grass seed- 
ing, and wild flower preservation and 
propagation, he has painted striking 
landscapes along the highways. 

Cooperating with local garden and 
civic clubs, he has distributed bluebon- 
net and other wild flower seeds through 
the county. 

“The beautiful trees, inviting rest 


This year’s winner, John W. Berry (left), helps Mother Nature by “‘painting’’ the roadsides 
in his area with native flowers. 
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This scene of IH 45 near Huntsville is typical 
Highway Department wild flower preservatioi 


areas, and well-maintained rights of 
way are no accident of nature,” says 
C. V. Ramert, Yoakum district engi- 
neer. “He’s Fayette County’s answer to 
Johnny Appleseed, and through his 
leadership every highway in this county 
has been beautified.” 


John W. Berry 
Maint. Construction Supervisor II 
Conroe, District 12 


@ SPRING BRINGS a unique atmosphere 


to Montgomery County. Towering 
pines stand guard over the county’s 
highways and compete for the motor- 
ists’ attention with the vast display of 
wild flowers. 


“Nature does a tremendous job of 
bringing beauty to Montgomery Coun- 
ty,’ says George Munson, Houston as- 
sistant district engineer, “and John 
Berry is doing an exceptional job of 
conserving this beauty.” 

Through the preservation and estab- 
lishment of wild flowers, planting and 
maintenance of highway landscaping, 
and construction and care of rest areas, 
Berry and his men have made the road- 
sides in Montgomery County a theater 
for natural beauty. 

Bluebonnets, secured and planted by 
Berry early in his career with the De- 
partment, intermingle with the Indian 
paint brush and other native wild 
flowers to form a colorful display. 

“Wherever natural beauty exists,” 


says Munson, “Berry has a special 
talent for bringing it to the attention 
of the public. Along SH 105 the beauty 
of the woodlands seems undisturbed by 
the busy highway traffic. Many trav- 
elers enjoy this beauty without realizing 
the maintenance work involved. 

“Berry has done an outstanding job 
of beautifying the 300 miles of highway 
in his area,” said Munson. “All Texans 
can be proud of this work.” 


Jim L. Hamilton 
Maint. Construction Foreman III 
Hamilton, District 9 


™ MODERN HIGHWAYS lead to adven- 
ture much like the narrow, dusty trails 
that pioneers blazed across the state. 
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Much has changed since then, but the 
old saying, “getting there is half the 
fun,”’ still holds true. 

Jim Hamilton is a firm believer in 
that time-honored phrase. 

The maintenance warehouse in Ham- 
ilton reflects his policy. Although it 
was completed in the middle 1950's, 
today it still looks new. Large oak trees 
shade well-trimmed flower beds filled 
with holly, yaupon, photinia, wax leaf 
ligustrum, rambler roses and_ other 
flora. Many residents call the facility 
the “garden spot of Hamilton.” 

The highways also tell his story, es- 


Joe Derrick accepts the $1,500 check 
from Mrs. Johnson in last year’s first 
award ceremony. 
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Photographs by Frank Wolfe 


Jim Hamilton (left) not only has pursued a dedicated program of rest area beautifica- 
tion in his county, but he also suggested issuing litter bags with travel maps and print- 


pecially during April and May when 
the wild flowers are most beautiful. 
Hamilton has been instrumental in 
developing important litter control 
measures for Texas highways. He was 
the first maintenance foreman to install 
litter barrels, now used statewide. 
“Throughout the years Hamilton has 
endeavored to improve roadside beau- 


; 
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Lyndon Johnson presents a watch to 
Rufus Jones in appreciation of the work 
Jones and his crew have done along 
Ranch Road 1 and US 290. 


ty by soliciting help from the general 
public,” said Waco District Engineer 
Elton B. Evans. “Selective strip mow- 
ing and spot mowing of the right of 
way have increased Hamilton County’s 
beauty and prompted many to say the 
county is second to none in the num- 
ber of Texas wild flowers that flourish 
there.” 


Charlie A. Hobbs 
Maint. Construction Supervisor Il 
Seymour, District 3 


m™ THERE IS AN OLD ADAGE in North 
Central Texas that claims, “When you 
drive to Seymour, you'll drive farther 
and see less than in any other place 
in the world.” Charlie Hobbs has 
proved the fallacy of the saying. 

“Hobbs is helping nature, and in 
doing so has made Baylor County a 
place where motorists can find an 
‘oasis’ as they travel through the some- 
what barren land,” said Wichita Falls 
District Engineer L. B. Dean. 

For the past 21 years Hobbs and 16 
dedicated employees have been sowing 
seeds of beautification. Their efforts 
have had a tremendous impact on area 
highways and, in effect, the entire coun- 
ty. Behind the campaign is the thought 
that travelers judge a state by the con- 
dition of its highways. Hobbs doesn’t 


The roadsides in Baylor County are colorful carpets each spring, thanks to Charlie Hobbs 


(right) and his men. 


want anyone to get a bad impression 
of Texas while in his county. 


“Through the years we have experi- 
enced a number of droughts, yet 
Charlie Hobbs refuses to give up and 
let Baylor County become drab,” said 
Dean. “As a result of his work, Baylor 
County is green year after year.” 


Hobbs and his men are well on their 
way to rewriting the old adage. Only 
recently a local resident wrote, “It is 
wonderful to live in a state where we 
have to make no apologies to out-of- 


Allen Knox (right) and his men have helped to stabilize sand dunes along rights of way 
with such rare species of flower as ‘‘Heart’s Delight,’’ above. 


state visitors for our roads and roadside 
parks.” 


Allen Knox 
Maint. Construction Supervisor II 
Raymondville, District 21 


m™ SCATTERED LIVE OAK mottes, active 
sand dunes, and mesquite trees blend 
along US 77 in Kenedy County to 
create an unforgettable drive. 
Tourists vividly remember the “land 
that Jack Frost forgot,” and often come 
back for another helping. Allen Knox 


can’t forget it either. He spends much 
of his time seeing that the never-ending 
deluge of tourists remember it. 

Under his supervision, maintenance 
forces in Raymondville have made US 
77 and other highways in Kenedy and 
Willacy counties memory lanes that 
brim with beauty. The area’s rest stops 
have become favorite spots for local 
residents and tourists alike. 

R. E. Stotzer Jr., Pharr district en- 
gineer, noted that during a recent pro- 
gram to update rest areas, Knox’s area 
needed no special attention. 

Through selective planting programs, 
Knox has stabilized active sand dunes 
that once roamed the low-lying coastal 
area. Among the most attractive dune 
stabilizers is the “Heart’s Delight,” a 
rare species that grows only in deep 
sand. Knox has transplanted and estab- 
lished it in sandy areas along US 77. 

“Through a vigorous planting pro- 
gram, Knox has moved palms north 
and live oaks south, and aided in the 
propagation of wild flowers by harvest- 
ing seeds from areas where plants were 
well established and planting them in 
other suitable locations,’ said Stotzer. [9 
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THD Wins Top 
Travel Award 


FOR THE SECOND time in four years, 
the nation’s travel industry has hon- 
ored the Texas Highway Department 
with an award for production of the 
best state travel literature in the 
United States, citing also the superior 
travel services of the Department’s 11 
tourist bureaus. 

DATO, the Discover America 
Travel Organizations, Inc., lavished 
high praise both on the Highway De- 
partment and the Texas Tourist De- 
velopment Agency for their separate 
but cooperative programs for stimulat- 
ing greater travel to and within the 
state. 

The Highway Department’s new 
208-page travel book, Texas—Land of 
Contrast, was singled out as the year’s 
finest example of travel literature in the 
highest category of competition among 
other states, federal, and territorial gov- 
ernments. The Tourist Development 
Agency captured DATO’s highest ad- 
vertising award for an _ imaginative 
series of color ads that have been run- 
ning in magazines of national circu- 
lation. 
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Stephen E. Kelly, president of the Magazine Publishers Association, center, presents Willis 
Albarado, left, and Frank Hildebrand with large plaques recognizing Texas’ achieve- 
ments in the tourist attraction field. The twin awards were achieved in the highest cate- 
gory of competition among other state, federal, and territorial governments. 


Willis Albarado, Travel and Infor- 
mation Division administrative aide, 
accepted the Highway Department 


award for Richard Pierce at ceremon- 
ies climaxing the annual DATO U. S. 
Travel Conference on October 2 in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Pierce, manager of 
the D-16 travel development section, 


who was to have accepted the award 
was unable to attend the conference. 
Accepting the Tourist Development 
Agency award was Frank Hildebrand, 
executive director. 

DATO represents government, busi- 
ness, and individual travel interests 
throughout the United States. Member- 


Elevated 
Freeway to be 
Landscaped 


Native southwestern flora including 
Spanish dagger, ocotillo, sotol, red 
flowering yucca, senisa, and century 
plants will find plenty of room to 
grow under the elevated portion of 
1H 35 when completed in 1974. This 
rendering by Robert Forsythe, land- 
scape architect assistant, shows 
how the elevated section will look 
traveling north near 30th Street. 
There will be 21 different planting 
beds ranging in size from 19 by 40 
feet to 30 by 150 feet. 


New Uses for Right of Way 


RIGHT OF way beneath many of the state’s bridges and elevated free- 
ways will become parks and parking areas in the future as a result of a 
new Highway Department policy. 

The new policy changes the present practice of allowing cities to build 
parking lots or parks under an elevated expressway and for the first 
time provides state funds for construction beneath the overhead struc- 
tures or other unused areas of right of way. 

Recreational facilities may include hike and bike trails, nature trails, 
bridge paths; tennis, basketball, or handball courts; playgrounds, mini-. 

_ parks, and boat launching facilities. : 

State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall, explaining the purpose of the . 
new policy, said, “We want to be more responsive to the needs where - 
these things are going. We almost have it now, by the time we strengthen | 
the area to hold the raised expressways and provide channels for runoff.” 

Generally, the Department will be responsible for construction of the 
site, but local governmental units will provide playground equipment or 
other recreational facilities. Cooperative agreements will be concluded 
with city, county, state, and federal authorities on request. 

State and federal agencies will participate in use of right of way foe 
law enforcement, vehicular weights and measures control, safety in- 
spection of trucks, immigration control, special gas tax inspection, and 
other official functions. 

The policy is subject to the condition that should the Department 
conclude the facility has become a hazard to traffic safety or is not in 
the public interest, the cooperative agreement may be modified or termi- 
nated. 


EYE-CATCHING LANDSCAPING features, 
already included in the plans for the 
double-decked section of IH 35 in 
Austin, will be easily recognized when 
the project is complete in 1974. 

Offsetting the often monotonous ef- 
fect of white concrete will be a pleasing 
blend of exposed aggregate, Astro- 
Turf, and approximately 21 plant beds 
filled with flora of the Southwest. 

Scheduled for letting in December, 
the |.1-mile project will mark the first 
time that landscaping has been in- 
cluded in a highway design. 

“This is our first attempt to use 
landscaping and planting treatment 


where we have added an elevated road- 
way above an existing roadway,” said 
Roy Rodman, head of the landscape 
section in Maintenance Operations 
Division. “We are trying to make the 
structure as eye-appealing as possible, 
especially since it is in a highly de- 
veloped section of town.” 

The elevated freeway lanes will run 
from 4lst Street to Manor Road and 
become the second major contract of a 
three-phase renovation project to in- 
crease the traffic capacity of the free- 
way through the state capital. 

The planting beds and other land- 
scaping developments will be spaced 


along the elevated section, which will 
carry through traffic. 

Ben Alley, supervising resident engi- 
neer, said the project was designed to 
blend with existing environment with 
an emphasis on low maintenance. 

Alley predicted a similar treatment 
for elevated structures in the future. 

Because the elevated portion will be 
constructed on the land between the 
existing freeway and frontage road, the 
contractor does not have to interrupt 
traffic. 

One project remains to be let, but 
all three should be completed by late 
1974. (9 
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District 14 
Dayton E. Haile, Engineering Technician V 
Alfred H. Wolf, Maintenance Technician II 
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IN A MOVE to get construction under 
way again on the controversial San 
Antonio North Expressway, the High- 
way Commission in early October 
cancelled its request for federal par- 
ticipation in building costs. 

In a special directive, the Commis- 
sion authorized State Highway Engi- 
neer J. C. Dingwall to transmit a 
letter to Secretary of Transportation 
John Volpe in regard to the North 
Expressway section of US 281 “un- 
equivocally terminating the State of 
Texas’ request for federal aid, with 
regret,” and to resume work “as soon 
as possible” using only state funds. 

“In spite of the best efforts and in- 
tentions of both federal and state of- 
ficials, further attempts to comply 
with federal procedures will unavoid- 
ably delay resumption of work for 
months and result in the sacrifice of 
millions of dollars already invested,” 
the Commission said. 

The Commission said it was confi- 
dent of the Secretary of Transporta- 
tion’s ultimate approval. But it called 
the present situation intolerable and 
noted construction can no longer be 
delayed. The Commission said it is 
forced by circumstances to take the 


On North Expressway 


Commission 
Cancels 


Request for 
Federal Funds 


“one remaining course of action avail- 
able,” severing relationship with the 
federal government on the section of 
expressway involved in the court case. 

Construction on the section between 
Pearl Parkway and just south of IH 
410 began in November 1970. 

A U.S. Court of Appeals reversed 
an earlier decision in June and ordered 
construction stopped. 

Meanwhile, considerable work had 
been accomplished. The abrupt halt 
left freshly worked soil exposed to 
erosion and vital utility lines exposed 
and temporarily closed. Additionally, 
traffic on several city streets has been 
diverted and access roads were in an 
early stage of construction and subject 
to rapid deterioration. 

In all, an estimated 105 persons 
have been laid off by the work stop- 


page and losses as a result of the de- 
lay range as high as $4.25 million. 

In 1961 the Department entered into 
an agreement with the City of San 
Antonio for freeway construction 
whereby the city was to provide half 
the cost of the right of way for the fa- 
cility which skirts the edge of Brack- 
enridge Park. 

San Antonio voters approved the 
necessary bonds to acquire the right 
of way by almost two to one. Subse- 
quently, more than $7 million has been 
spent for right of way. 

Project construction was to have 
been financed using half state funds 
and half from the Federal Highway 
Trust Fund. 

The federal government conditional- 
ly approved construction, and a suit 
filed by individuals in the San Antonio 
area failed initially to halt construction 
in November 1970. That month the 
Department awarded contracts total- 
ling more than $8 million and con- 
struction was started on the two end 
segments of the expressway. The court 
later reversed its decision on the 
grounds that the federal conditional 
approval was not proved to be in 
compliance with federal law. &9 


special Plate Deadline Extended 


DISABLED VETERANS have been given more time to 
apply for the special “Disabled Vet’ license plates 
as provided in House Bill 615, Acts of the 62nd 
Texas Legislature. 

At the request of Representative Lindon Williams, 
Houston, author of the measure, the deadline was 
extended from October 1 through Monday, Novem- 
ber 15, by the Department’s Motor Vehicle Division. 

Department officials estimate there are 17,500 pos- 
sible applicants who can qualify for disabled vet 
plates. Texas veterans having a service-connected 
disability of 70 percent or more and who receive 


compensation from the U. S. Government as a result 
of such disability are eligible for free plates. 

Disability ratings are certified by the Veterans 
Administration offices in Waco and Houston or the 
branch of service through which the veteran draws 
his compensation and the applications are then for- 
warded to the Department with an application fee 
of one dollar. 

The two Veterans Administration offices have 
thus far certified approximately 7,000 applications, 
and approximately 4,000 of these have been pro- 
cessed by the Department for 1972 plates. 
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‘One of the Best?’ 


L. was 5:22 p.m. Thursday, Septem- 
ber 30, when Larkin C. Cleveland 
pushed his vinyl-covered chair out 
from his desk and turned to the small 
table behind him. Scattered across the 
top was a stack of personal papers and 
two plaques—a certificate of achieve- 
ment from the Department for 45 years 
of dedicated service and a plaque from 
the highway committee of the Brown- 
wood Chamber of Commerce citing his 
years of dedicated service to the peo- 
ple of Texas. 

Cleveland gave the paper and 
plaques a football embrace, turned the 
two-way radio set switch to off, and 
left the office, pausing only to turn off 
the lights. 

The receptionist’s office was vacant, 
filled only with bright afternoon sun 
as it had been so many times before. 
But today was different. When he 
closed the front door of the six-year- 
old Brown County Construction and 
Maintenance building, he was also 
closing a career with the Department, 
one filled with a mixture of memories 
that began on March 23, 1926. 

The Highway Department has been 
a way of life for the Brownwood main- 
tenance construction foreman and his 
wife Vivian. 

“I guess you could call me a ‘high- 
way brat’,” said Mrs. Cleveland. “My 
father, W. G. Johnson, was the first 
maintenance construction foreman of 
Hood County. I met L. C. shortly after 
he began working for my father in 
1926. We got married a year later.” 

Cleveland’s service record reaches 
back to when the Department was only 
a small state agency. He has watched 
the organization’s gradual growth from 
a crude road-building outfit to the 
sophisticated, computer-oriented High- 
way Department of today. 

“T remember when maintenance was 
once all manual labor. It was hard 
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By Frank G. Kelly Jr. 
Travel and Information Division 


work from sunup to sundown with no 
vacation, sick leave, or comp time. 
Wages were low, the work was hard, 
and the rules were strict,” he said. 

“IT remember one road gang that got 
fired because they stopped to eat a 
watermelon. 


“Today, most of the work is done by 
heavy machinery. There have been: so 
many changes it doesn’t seem like the 
same Highway Department I started 
working for,” he said. 

His first piece of equipment was a 
1917 World War I truck with carbide 


Retirement will mean a relaxed pace for Cleveland, who is accustomed to daily trips 
over the highways throughout his maintenance area. ‘‘I can’t sit down too long,”’ he says. 
“| like to read, but | imagine we’ll spend most of our time traveling.’’ The first trek he 
and his wife are currently planning is a trip to Florida for a visit with their daughter, 


her husband, and granddaughter. 


Brown County construction employees honored Cleveland Thurs- 
day afternoon at an unannounced gathering where they pre- 
sented him this miniature mailbox. It is a scale model of the 
prototype Cleveland and former District Engineer Leo Ehlinger 


lights and a hand crank. Cleveland re- 
calls many cold winter mornings when 
he would sometimes spend two hours 
trying to crank his truck. 

At that time he was working for a 
private contractor, but since he was 
paid with state warrants he was actual- 
ly working for the Highway Depart- 
ment. Today his service record re- 
flects that year he spent with a private 
contractor before officially joining the 
State. 

“Our main job then was keeping the 
potholes filled in the dirt roads. Most 
of our time was spent filling up trucks 
with dirt and unloading it along the 
road. Two men were lucky if they 
could load and unload two trucks of 
dirt a day,” Cleveland recalled. 

Cleveland also shoveled many a 
spadeful of caliche, which enabled 
him to become the first Department 
employee to draw sick leave pay. 

After being absent from work one 
week, he came back the next and 
shoveled caliche so fast that produc- 
tion on a dirt road was increased by 
40 percent. 

“At the end of the week,” recalled 
Cleveland, “the project foreman told 
me of the increase, said that as far as 


he could tell I was responsible for it. 
He told me to collect the pay I missed 
last week because I had earned it.” 

His career with the Department was 
interrupted briefly during World War 
II when he was called to active duty. 
He served as a bombardier on a B-17 
(Flying Fortress) in the European 
Theatre, taking part in 26 combat mis- 
sions and 10 mercy (Red Cross) mis- 
sions. 

After the war he returned to the De- 
partment and began working in Parker 
County, later transferring to Coman- 
che County. 

“IT guess you might say District 23 
inherited him,” said E. M. Pritchard, 
district engineer. “He was working in 
Comanche in 1932 when District 23 
was formed from counties in District 2, 
947, and 8. 

“He worked his way up through the 
ranks and knows his way around. He 
has done an excellent job for us,” said 
Pritchard. “He is one of oug top fore- 
man, probably one of the most dedi- 
cated in the district. Overtime means 
nothing to him; he has worked over- 
time on numerous projects throughout 
the county without taking pay or comp 
time. 


jointly designed for use on rural right of way. The mailbox 
design is now used statewide. Thursday evening more than 250 
employees and relatives of the maintenance foreman attended 
a barbecue in his honor at the district headquarters. 


Pritchard also recognized Cleve- 
land’s leadership in the district’s first- 
aid course and driver training pro- 
gram. He has taught first-aid in the 
district since 1932 and driver training 
ever since the Department initiated the 
safety program. 

Cleveland’s immediate boss, Robbie 
Martin, district maintenance engineer, 
called him a hard worker, ‘“‘one of the 
best. 

“He has put the Department first, 
above everything else. He’s always 
there when you need him.” 

For the past 25 years Cleveland has 
guided maintenance projects in Brown 
County. He has seen summer traffic 
through Brownwood increase from 
1,800 vehicles a day 25 years ago to 
33,340 vehicles a day now. 

“You know, this is a day you think 
about when you're young, and one you 
try to plan for all your life, but when 
it comes, it’s a real surprise,” said 
Cleveland. 

“We plan on doing a lot of traveling, 
and enjoy retirement,” said Cleveland, 
“but we'll never forget the Highway 
Department. You can’t work at a place 
for 45 years then turn around and for- 
get it overnight.” &9 
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‘Youre No. | 


“WHEN I TOLD Stanley McFarland he had been selected 
as the outstanding handicapped state employee,” said J. R. 
Stone, assistant district engineer at Fort Worth, “he said in 
amazement, ‘Who me?’ I said, ‘Yes, you. You're No. 1’.” 

Stone accompanied James Stanley McFarland to Austin 
where he received the award from the Governor’s Commit- 
tee for Employment of the Handicapped at their annual 
meeting October 1. 

The award was one of three Governor’s citations presented 
by Jess Irwin, head of the Texas Rehabilitation Commission, 
at a luncheon at the Villa Capri Motor Hotel. The hand- 
illuminated citations were presented on the eve of National 
Employ the Handicapped Week, October 3-9. 

Principal speaker at the awards luncheon was Harold Rus- 
sell of Washington, D. C., chairman of the President’s Com- 
mittee on Employment of the Handicapped. “We can see 
where rehabilitation has been taken from the back streets 
of 25 years ago and put on the main streets today. We can 
see all the handicapped people who have become useful 
citizens. Yet, we have not done all we can. I am confident 
Texans can do more, that they will not accept ‘good enough’ 


Photograph by Ike Baruch 


Governor's Citation 


‘ames > Wie Rarland 


After the awards luncheon, Jess Irwin and Stanley McFarland 
pose with J. R. Stone, assistant district engineer for Fort Worth, 
and Drew DeBerry of Personnel Division. 
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as enough, but rise to startling challenges. Nothing else will 
do!” said Russell. 

McFarland, deaf since childhood, has progressed steadily 
since joining the Department in 1963. An engineering tech- 
nician, he now has all responsibility for speed zone controls 
in the Fort Worth district. 

“He has completely reworked the entire 2,500 miles of 
the system by himself and knows almost every yard of high- 
way,” says J. R. Stone. “He also maintains all accident rec- 
ords for this district, keeps up with changes in city limits 
throughout the nine counties, supervises all signing, and pre- 
pares special maintenance job plans.” 

District 2 also has six other handicapped employees on the 
payroll. “We consider each of them to be outstanding. They 
are all diligent and loyal and we are proud to have them as 
a part of the ‘team’,” declares Stone. 

Two other Highway Department employees were also 
finalists for the award. They were Loyd Drennan, a blind 
computer systems programmer with Automation Division in 
Austin, and Richard Littlepage, who was stricken with polio 
as a child. Littlepage is office manager of a district shop in 
Beaumont. 

Last year the Highway Department received an award 
as the outstanding state agency in hiring the handicapped, 
with 266 on its statewide payroll. It was the first time such 
an award had been given. 

“We are very proud of this award,” says H. D. DeBerry, 
personnel and wage administrator and coordinator of the 
Department’s placement program. “The Highway Depart- 
ment—and other state agencies—provide equal opportuni- 
ties for employment to the handicapped. A representative 
from the Texas Rehabilitation Commission works with us 
and the other agencies to assure that each qualified person 
finds the proper job.” 

Rehabilitation experts claim the Highway Department is 
“noteworthy.” They say it is a model for other state agencies 
in providing full and fair compensation for the handicapped. 

The success of the program is exemplified best by the 
achievements of the handicapped such as Stanley McFar- 
land. Like the others employed by the Highway Department, 
Stanley strives to conquer new worlds, overcome all ob- 
stacles, broaden his abilities. 

In 1968 his efforts were recognized by the Institute for 
Certification of Engineering Technicians which awarded him 
primary certification as a junior engineering technician for 
having attained their professional standards “through edu- 
cation, experience, and knowledge.” 

He and his wife Kay have two children. Both Darrell, 
age two, and Doyle, 11 months, are extremely vocal. His 
wife, however, is also deaf. 

“Stanley’s friendly outlook on life has endeared him to 
all,” says Stone. “He is a diligent worker and renders valu- 
able service to the district and the Department.” 


Calendar Popular Item 


A PEANUT FESTIVAL in Whitesboro, a 
rabbit show in Lubbock, a baby parade 
in Liberty, and a pecan perfection day 
in Monahans are a small sampling of 
the unusual and entertaining events in- 
cluded in the Highway Department’s 
new Texas Calendar of Events. 

Released last month, it lists large 
and small activities to be observed 
across the state from October 1971 
through March 1972. 

Rodeos, fairs, carnivals, festivals, 
parades and special fiestas are all in- 
cluded in the helpful brochure which 
lists the date, town, and name of each 
event. This year almost 500 different 


listings appear in the brochure. 

The Calendar of Events, next to the 
Texas highway map, is the most fre- 
quently requested item among a host 
of travel literature, said Tom Taylor, 
director of Travel and Information Di- 
vision, publishers of the brochure. 

The travel literature is extremely 
popular with women representing out- 
of-state families already in Texas, such 
as the wives of military men. They, 
along with their families, are among 
the state’s most avid travelers. 

Unlike many natives, they plan 
weekend trips to events and points of 
interest they might never again have 
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Area Hunters 
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Nocona Pecan Festival 
_Jefferson Flea Market Days 
Pilgrims Thanksgiving & Rock Swap 
_. .Foley’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
Giant Balloon Parade 

Horse Races at L.I.F.E. Downs 
5th International Art Festival 
Morris County Trading Days 
2ist Annual Christmas Parade 


DECEMBER 


Mineola Winter Colors Holiday Traits 
Christmas Parade 
Wise County Pecan Show 
Antique Show 

16th Christmas Parade 
_ Christmas Parade 
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Christmas Parade 
_ Night Christmas Parade 
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“Annual “Christmas Parade 
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the chance to visit. 

The calendar also serves as the basis 
for publicity in other media. State and 
national attention is focused toward 
Texas events selected from the Depart- 
ment’s calendar by Rand McNally, 
Humble, Mobil travel guides, by the 
Discover America Travel Organiza- 
tion’s “Top 20 Events” in the nation, 
and by AAA and Allstate Motor Club 
publications. 

In a cooperative effort, the Texas 
Tourist Development Agency makes a 
monthly selection of a few feature 
events from the calendar and circu- 
lates a reminder about those selected 
festival to newspapers in Texas. 

Listed below are some of the events 
scheduled for November and Decem- 
ber. 


Christmas Water Show 

19th Annual Lancaster Christmas Parade 
_ Santa Parade 

Annual Christmas Parade 
Christmas Parade 
Budding Artists Show 
Christmas Parade 
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Annual Christmas Boat Lane 
(Parade of Lighted Yachts) 
Miss Teenage America Pageant 


11th “Christmas in the Pines” Tour of Homes 
San Antonio....... 
Cornus Christi: = 
Cantoh. 
Breckenridge. . 


17th Christmas Pilgrimage of Homes 
"Christmas Forest’ Exhibition 
“First Monday” Trade Days 
_ 3rd Annual Texas High School 
Football Hall of Fame Banquet 
Christmas Parade 
Annual Alice Christmas Parade 

_. 30th Annual Poinsettia Show 
Starr County Christmas Fiesta 
ea ae -sParade 
Miss Starr County Beauty Pageant 
_ Historical Tour 

Annual Santa Visit 

. Pioneer Bow! Football Game 

19th Christmas Pilgrimage of Homes 
Christmas Santa Parade 

ape .Los Pastores 

37th Southwestern Sun Carnival 
__ Sun Carnival Basketball Tourney 
..Sun Carnival Football Classic 
Sun Carnival Parade 
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To and From Our Readers 


From One Texan to Another 

“The Best Years of Our Lives,” a 
movie about the life of a World War 
II hero who lost both arms, was prob- 
ably one of the most memorable and 
heartwarming movies ever made by 
Hollywood. The movie was based on an 
actual life story, and one of the show’s 
stars, Harold Russell of Washington, 
D. C., was the principal speaker at the 
Governor’s Committee for Employ- 
ment of the Handicapped awards 
luncheon (see page 28). Russell, now a 
successful businessman, is chairman of 
the President’s Committee on Employ- 
ment of the Handicapped. 

At the awards luncheon, Russell was 
named an admiral in the Texas Navy. 
Stepping to the podium to acknowledge 
the honor, he addressed the audience as 
“my fellow Texans.” He said he could 
rightfully do so because he’d been 


{i 
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made an honorary Texan the day be- 
fore in San Antonio—and mayor of 
that city to boot. 

“They'll never believe me when I go 
home and tell them that during my 
two-day stay here I became a citizen 
of Texas, an admiral in the Texas 
Navy, and the mayor of San Antonio,” 
he quipped. 


A Season of Records? 


Maybe it has something to do with 
football season and the often contro- 
versial grid ratings. Nevertheless it 
seems that each fall Highway Depart- 
ment districts become rate conscious. 
You may recall District 17’s claim last 
year to be the Number | district. Well, 
it’s fall and here we go again. 

In a letter last month District 2 (no 
kin to the “We may be No. 2, but we 
try harder” outfit) claimed the distinc- 


Felt. 6a Um sworth 


tion of being the Department’s first dis- 
trict to complete 8,916 feet of eight- 
inch thick, 24-foot-wide continuously 
reinforced concrete pavement in 12 and 
one half hours. The contractor, L. H. 
Lacy Company, used a relatively new 
construction method of mechanically 
placing the necessary reinforcing steel. 

Since another L. H. Lacy machine 
recently finished work on IH 45 in Dis- 
trict 17, a rebuttal may be forthcom- 
ing. 

Anyway, District 2 has laid claim 
to a concrete placing speed record. 
Who knows what will happen next? 
Come January 1 we may be faced with 
another battle—the Caliche Pit Play- 
offs. 


Classified Confusion 

Thoughts found in the August edi- 
tion of El Paisano, the District 21 
monthly newsletter: 

“From time to time, the editor of this 
paper is called down for some trivial 
error (like spelling someone’s name 
backwards or giving them a new baby 
when they had an ingrown toenail), 
but I hope it never reaches the pro- 
portions of the following: 

“In the Rockville, Ind., Tribune on 
Monday a classified ad read: ‘FOR 
SALE: R. D. Jones has one sewing 
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machine for sale. Phone 958 after 7:00 
p.m. and ask for Mrs. Smith who lives 
with him cheap.’ On Tuesday, the ad 
read: ‘NOTICE: We regret having 
erred in R. D. Jones ad yesterday. It 
should have read: One sewing machine 
for sale. Cheap. Phone 958 and ask 
for Mrs. Smith who lives with him after 
7:00 p.m.’ On Wednesday: ‘R. D. 
Jones has informed us that he has re- 
ceived several annoying phone calls be- 
cause of the error we made in his 
classified ad yesterday. His ad stands 
corrected as follows: FOR SALE: 
R. D. Jones has one sewing machine 
for sale. Cheap. Phone 958 after 7:00 
p.m. and ask for Mrs. Smith who loves 
with him.’ Finally, on Thursday: NO- 
TICE: I, R. D. Jones, have no sewing 
machine for sale. I smashed it. Don’t 
call 958 as the telephone has been 
taken out. I have not been carrying on 
with Mrs. Smith. Until yesterday she 
was my housekeeper, but she quit.” 


For Labor Day Drivers 


District 6 made good use of the La- 
bor Day weekend by cooperating with 
the Midland Jaycees and distributing 
Drive Friendly bumper stickers and 
state highway maps at an IH 20 rest 
stop. Freddie McAnear, chairman of 
the civic organization, writes: 

“On behalf of the Midland Jaycees 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to express sincere thanks for your con- 
tribution to the success of the Labor 
Day Weekend Rest Stop project. 

During the three-day weekend, ap- 
proximately 3,000 motorists took ad- 
vantage of the facilities offered at the 
rest stop. Without your cooperation it 
would have been impossible to offer 
motorists an opportunity to stop and 
relax before continuing their journey.” 


The Last Barrier 

Engineering News-Record, McGraw- 
Hill’s construction weekly, had this 
news blurb in the September 23 issue 
of the magazine: 

“John Legarra, California state high- 
way engineer for four years, will step 


down voluntarily to his old job of 
deputy engineer, taking a $12 (sic) an- 
nual pay cut to $28,308. Legarra would 
not explain his reason for resigning, 
but reportedly he is discouraged by 
barriers imposed on roadbuilding by 
conservationists.” 


Spring Campaign for Texas 

Newsworthy notes from the Texas 
Tourist Development Agency’s month- 
ly newsletter: 

“A spring advertising schedule that 
will reach more than 20 million sub- 
scribers of 13 major magazines was 
approved September 10 by the TTDA 
board. 

“Major spring ads will feature scenic, 
historic, and recreational variety of the 
state along the Texas Travel Trails. 
Specific subjects will be the Pecos, 
Forts, Lakes, and Independence Trails. 
The Tropical Trail is the subject of 
the principal color ad running this fall. 

“The five remaining trails (Moun- 
tain, Plains, Hill Country, Brazos, and 
Forest) will be featured in ads next 
fiscal year. 

“It will also contain an easy-to-use 
coupon which the reader may com- 
plete and return to the TTDA for one 
of the Highway Department’s new 208- 
page travel guides. He will also receive 
a companion pamphlet on the specific 
trail discussed in the ads. 

“Publications selected to carry the 
ads include Better Homes and Gardens, 
National Geographic, Southern Living, 
Woodall’s Trailer Travel, Camping 
Journal, Holiday, Life, Readers Digest, 
Redbook, Sunset, Time, and TV 
Guide.” 


Overheard at the Conference 

Discussion at the Department’s re- 
gional maintenance conferences covers 
a wide variety of topics. During last 
year’s meetings we collected these in- 
teresting problems, solutions, and ob- 
servations. 

“Those Okies coming to the Texas- 
Oklahoma game throw bottles at our 
signs and tear ’em up,” complained 


Jim Garner, left, supervisor of the Capitol 
Visitor Center in Austin, was one of 11 
Highway Department tourist bureau super- 
visors who received awards from the Texas 
Tourist Council this year recognizing their 
“friendly helpful service to visitors.’’ Ed 
St. John, TTC treasurer, and Highway 
Commissioner Charles Simons, right, of- 
fer their congratulations. The Texas Tour- 
ist Council, headed by Executive Director 
Don Epperson, serves as a voice for the 
private segment of Texas’ tourist industry. 


one maintenance engineer. 

“You should get the game moved,” 
was the solution offered by one wit. 

One man said there was some pro- 
curing going on in the rest areas. 

“Where?” somebody asked. 

And Irl Larrimore Jr. of D-18, 
speaking about a maintenance man- 
agement research study, explained, 
“This is what we call an in-house study 
aS opposed to an out-house study.” 


Praise from the Lighthouse 


It’s nice to know we’re appreciated. 
Early in October we received a letter 
from W. R. Williams praising the Au- 
gust magazine containing a story on 
the Port Isabel Lighthouse. Writes 
Williams, “....It is one of the most 
beautiful pieces of printing we have 
ever seen, especially the lighthouse 
pictures and more especially the one 
on the back cover. It is magnificent. 
On my two-day shift at the lighthouse 
each week I take pleasure in showing 
the magazine to highly appreciative 
visitors. Our compliments for the fine 
write-up. The entire magazine is highly 
instructive and informative.” 


ep 


~ OVER THE HIGHWAYS | 


@ On August 12, about 2 p.m., our 
car got very hot and we stopped at a 
rest area 12 miles south of Claude. Two 
of your men in a truck stopped to water 
the trees and they also helped us cool 
our motor and fill the radiator with 
water. 

The men’s names are Don Reck and 
Lorenzo Jaramillo. Our thanks to them 
and to your Highway Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold McBride 
Quincy, Michigan 
(Ed. Note: Reck and Jaramillo work 
for the Claude maintenance section in 
District 4.) 


e Recognizing that at best any deal- 
ing with the traveling public must be 
frustrating, I want to make an obser- 
vation. 

If, as no doubt we are, we strive to 
promote tourism, it seems to me we 
should not let natives jeopardize our 
efforts. This past Thursday I had oc- 
casion to stop at the rest stop on High- 
way 87 between Crystal Beach and the 
Boliver Ferry. One of the trash con- 
tainers had State Highway Department 
District 12 stenciled on it; therefore it 
was not a community park. All of the 
containers were overflowing, giving the 
impression of not having been emptied 
in several days. This could have been 
an erroneous impression because this 
stop is in the midst of a beach colony. 

There were many full plastic garbage 
bags which obviously were in violation 
of the sign stating containers were not 
for household garbage. The odor was 
almost intolerable because of fish 
cleanings in some of the sacks—cer- 
tainly not tourist leavings. 
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There are people in this world who 
have no pride in anything, but it seems 
to me you could put some teeth into 
the “no household garbage’ rule— 
these weekend beach occupants care 
little about tourism; in fact, many 
probably resent tourists. Keeping such 
a spot clean of blowing paper is diffi- 
cult at best, but this household garbage 
with attendant odor is an impossible 
situation. 

J. D. Banks 
Port Arthur 


(Ed. Note: Throughout the summer 
months litter barrels, especially in rec- 
reation areas, are emptied every two 
days. In some cases this is not enough 
where litter-dumping laws are abused. 
Because of such abuse, barrels in many 
areas have been removed but refuse is 
still deposited where they once were.) 


e Sure did appreciate your tour stop 
when we first entered your state. Using 
the information we saw many, many 
things. My busy eyes did see more 
than just look for the snakes. 

I wish they'd do something about 
those stinking factories in Texas City. 
Can’t they put some sort of filters on 
them? Some of the water is awful, too, 
in Texas, but we did find some that 
was great. Edinburg has very good 
water. 

Hope to come back again someday. 

Mrs. M. Olsen 
Mobile, Alabama 


e@ My family and I have just returned 
from a cross-country automobile trip 
on which we passed through the north- 
ern part of Texas on IH 40. Some- 


where east of Amarillo we stopped at 
a roadside park for a few moments, 
then proceeded down the highway. 
After going about 17 or 18 miles, I 
noticed a Highway Department pick- 
up truck was approaching us, with its 
lights flashing. We stopped, and the 
Highway Department employee asked 
if anyone had dropped a purse. 

Sure enough my young daughter had 
dropped her purse which contained 
her glasses and a dental retainer plus 
her vacation money. You have no idea 
how grateful we are to this employee 
for his kindness and consideration. 

Bruce A. Norton 
Seneca, South Carolina 


e I am writing to compliment “The 
Patch Crew” of Foreman Hubert Nor- 
rell. They came to my rescue when 
my motor overheated and _ stopped. 
They made temporary repairs and ad- 
vised me to go no farther than Vega 
before making permanent repairs. 

They refused to accept payment, so 
I am enclosing a check for $10. If you 
cannot accept payment, perhaps you 
have a welfare fund or another worthy 
cause. 

Samuel A. Thiel 

Independence, Missouri 
(Ed. Note: The four District 4 em- 
ployees who helped the Missouri 
traveler were Russell Lemarr, William 
D. Bass, R. P. Smith, Dale W. Doyle, 
and Ronald King. Thiel’s check was 
returned with a letter from District En- 
gineer C. W. Smith explaining that 
assisting motorists is simply “part of 
our service to the public.”’) 


e Last weekend we used your map 
“Ride the Texas Hill Country Trail” 
and had a marvelous time. We saw 
sights we had never seen before. . . 
There were a couple of parks where 
we would not have stopped except that 
the map indicated it’ was worth the 
stop ... All of us are looking forward 
to taking the Independence Trail next 
time out. 

Mrs. William C. Boyd 
San Antonio 


MOVIN’ ON—Orange Tourist Bureau Supervisor Bill Naivar and 
Travel Counselor Maureen Molley (above) place a sign on the 
door of the tourist bureau before they move to temporary quar- 
ters in a safety rest area between Orange and Vidor (below) on 
IH 10. One trailer is the temporary quarters dispensing travel in- 
formation to motorists, while the second provides the office 
space necessary for issuing permits and temporary licenses for 


commercial trucks entering Texas on the Interstate highway. The 
Orange bureau, visited by almost 140,000 tourists during the 
first eight months of 1971, is being enlarged to accommodate 
the traffic. New rest rooms, office and storage space, and two 
patios will be built, and the lobby will be enlarged. Construction 
began in September and completion is expected early in 1972. 
Photographs by Herman Kelly 
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